Honoring of Family Members

Selection 1:
This is the portion of the ceremony we dedicate to family, a quote “To acknowledge our ancestors means we are aware that we did not make ourselves; that the line stretches all the way back, perhaps to God.  

The grace with which we embrace life, in spite of the pain, the sorrows, is always a measure of what has gone before.” (Alice Walker)

“What we do for ourselves dies with us, but what we do for others and the world remains and is immortal.” (Albert Pine)

(Bride and Groom’s) parents, you have given your children immortal gifts.  The light of this marriage would not, could not be possible without you.  At a wedding we see firsthand how this sublime torch, this lineage of love, gets passed along from generation to generation and, in a very real sense, we become immortal.

Emerson defined success this way:  It is to leave the world a better place, by virtue of a redeemed social condition, a patch of garden, or by way of a child”.  

We congratulate you on you success!

You have brought forth life.  You have brought forth love.  It is most appropriate on this, your children’s wedding day, that we thank you.  

We bless you.

We dedicate this quotation, from Lind Hogan, a contemporary Native American writer, to all (bride and groom’s) extended families: 

“Walking, I am listening to a deeper way.  Suddenly, all my ancestors are behind me.  Be Still.  They say.  Watch and Listen.  You are the result of the love of thousands.”


Selection 2:  Honoring Loved Ones… one who has passed example 
We acknowledge that her spirit resides among us today.  We (can replace with bride or grooms name) feel her/his effervescent (vibrant, vivacious, beautiful) smile, smiling down on (us, him, her) today.  She/He remains and will always remain in (your/Bride/groom’s name) heart’s.  Lilies were her favorite flower.  They are here today, dedicated to her.



Selection 3:  Example for children of a remarrying groom…

(children’s names) you dad calls you his incredible, amazing girls.  He says he loves your happy dancing feet.  He looks forward to coming home because of how you jump into his arms.  He says that you have taught him so many things – to love, to play, and to dance.  (Bride) and your dad want you to know how very much they love you, and how important you are and always will be in their lives.

Selection 4:  (A poem on family)

Our family is a circle of strength and love.

With every birth and every union the circle grows.

Every joy shared adds more love,

Every crisis faced together

Makes the circle grow stronger.



Selection 5:  (an address to the parents)

(Parents name’s), many years ago, though it may feel like only yesterday, two perfect children were born into this world.  When you first gazed at them, you marveled at their perfection and you felt truly blessed.  In your children you saw infinite potential and you placed great hope.
With you they uttered their first words.  With you they took their first steps.  You rejoiced in their victories, you cried at their sorrows.  You guided them, nurtured them, educated them, loved them to the best of your ability. 

You gave them all you had to give, so they would grow up strong and independent, capable of great love, capable of what they are doing here today.  Without you, this marriage would not, could not be possible.

Now, today, all the love and caring you gave to (bride and groom), they will give to each other.  And it does not end here.  For in turn, they will pass it along to their children.  And we see firsthand how this sublime torch, this lineage of love, gets passed along from generation to generation, and in a very real sense we become immortal.

(parents name’s), we thank you.  We honor you.

