Prayers and Blessings
Selection 1 (from Illuminata by Marianne Williamson)

Dear (God),

Please make of our relationship a great and holy adventure.
May our joining be a sacred space.
May the two of us find rest here, a haven for our souls.

Remove from us any temptation to judge one another or to direct one another.
We surrender to You our conflicts and our burdens.
We know You are our Answer and our rock.
Help us to not forget.

Bring us together in heart and mind as well as body.
Remove from us the temptation to criticize or be cruel.
May we not be tempted by fantasies and projections, but guide us in the ways of holiness.
Save us from darkness.

May this relationship be a burst of light.
May it be a fount of love and wisdom for us, for our family, for our community, for our world.
May this bond be a channel for Your love and healing, a vehicle of Your grace and power.
As lessons come and challenges grow, let us not be tempted to forsake each other.
Let us always remember that in each other we have the most beautiful woman, the most beautiful man, the strongest one, the sacred one in whose arms we are repaired.

May we remain young in this relationship.
May we grow wise in this relationship.
Bring us what You desire for us, and show us how You would have us be.

Thank you, dear God, You who are the cement between us.
Thank You for this love.

Amen.

Selection 2:  ( by Rev Susanna Macomb)

(Bride and Groom),

May you grow glorious in each other’s arms.

May laughter and warmth reign supreme in your home.

May you have fine healthy children whom you will cherish, and they you in return.

May you live long.

May you live well.

We wish this until the dying of the light.



Selection 3:  (by Susanna Macomb)

(Bride and Groom)

We pray that the chariot of your marriage takes you to heights you never dreamed.

We pray that together you will know many moments of sublime peace.

We pray that you will have fine healthy children whom you will love, and they you in return.

We pray that you will love to know your children’s children.

We pray that you will walk in God’s grace with your feet firmly planted on this earth and your arms reaching up towards the heavens.



Selection 4 (An Irish Blessing, also good for a Closing blessing)
May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
May the rains fall soft upon your fields.

May the light of friendship guide your paths together.

May the laughter of children grace the halls of your home.

May the joy of living for one another trip a smile from your lips, a twinkle from your eyes.

And, when eternity beckons, at the end of a life heaped high with love, 

May the good Lord embrace you with the arms that have nurtured you the whole length of your joy-filled days.

May the gracious God hold you both in the palm of his hand.

And today, may the spirit of love find a dwelling place in your hearts.



Selection 5:  (This marriage by Rumi)

May these vows and this marriage be blessed. 
May it be sweet milk, 
this marriage, like wine and halvah. 
May this marriage offer fruit and shade 
like the date palm. 
May this marriage be full of laughter, 
our every day a day in paradise. 
May this marriage be a sign of compassion, 
a seal of happiness here and hereafter. 
May this marriage have a fair face and a good name, 
an omen as welcomes the moon in a clear blue sky. 
I am out of words to describe 
how spirit mingles in this marriage
Selection 6
May your love cast out small fears

May your hope endure.

May your faith in each other and in this radiant universe grow and flourish.

Amen.

Selection 7 (an apache wedding prayer or blessing:  can be used as a closing blessing)

Now you will feel no rain,
for each of you will be shelter for the other.
Now you will feel no cold,
for each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now there will be no loneliness,
for each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two persons,
but there is only one life before you.
May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead
and through all the years.
May happiness be your companion,
and your days together be good and long upon the earth.

(Treat yourselves and each other with respect,
and remind yourselves often of what brought you together.
Give the highest priority to the tenderness,
gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves.
When frustration, difficulty and fear
assail your relationship - as they threaten all relationships
at one time or another -
remember to focus on what is right between you,
not only the part which seems wrong.
In this way, you can ride out the storms
when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives
- remembering that even if you lose sight of it
for a moment, the sun is still there.
And if each of you takes responsibility
for the quality of your life together,
it will be marked by abundance and delight.)


Selection 8:  (An Irish blessing)
May the blessing of God's soft rain be on you,
Falling gently on your head, refreshing your soul
With the sweetness of little flowers newly blooming.
May the strength of the winds of Heaven bless you,
Carrying the rain to wash your spirit clean
Sparkling after in the sunlight.
May the blessing of God's earth be on you,
And as you walk the roads,

May you always have a kind word for those you meet.


Selection 9 (an adapted Celtic blessing, this works beautifully with the Christian passing of the sign of peace)
Peace between neighbors,
Peace between kindred,
Peace between lovers,
in love of the King of life.

Peace between person and person,
Peace between wife and husband,
Peace between woman and children,
The peace of Christ above all peace.


Selection 10:  (an Irish blessing)

May the blessing of light be upon you,
Light on the outside, Light on the inside.
With God's sunlight shining on you, 
May your heart glow with warmth,
Like a turf fire that welcomes friends and strangers alike.
May the light of the Lord shine from your eyes,
Like a candle in the window,
Welcoming the weary traveler.



Selection 11 (The Blessing of Unknowing by Wendy Egyoku Nakao)

On this day, two lives join as one.

Who can know from where this union comes?  

Who can know how far into eternity this will go?

These are the blessings of the Unknowing.

On this day, two hearts beat as one.  

Who can know how many other hearts this joins?

Who can know how far this love will flow?

These are the blessings of the Unknowing.

On this day, two eyes shine as one.

Who can know how many are the gifts of joy?

Who can know how far this light will glow?

These are the blessings of Unknowing.

On this day, two hands meet as one.

Who can know how many other beings this holds?

Who can know how far this touch will grow?

These are the blessing of Unknowing.

On this day, one is no longer one.

Two are no longer two.

Who can know how far these blessings go?

Who can know? Who can know!

Let us rejoice in the blessings of the Unknowing.

Selection 12
Dear Lord Jesus,

Thank you for this beautiful day. You have fulfilled the desire of our hearts to be together in this life.

We pray that your blessing will always rest upon our home; that joy, peace and contentment would dwell within us as we live together in unity, and that all who enter our home may experience the strength of your love.

Father, help us to follow and serve you with an ever growing commitment because of our union. Guide us into greater love and sacrifice as we care for each other's needs, knowing you will care for us. May we always be as keenly aware of your presence as we sense it today on our wedding day.   And may our devotion in marriage be a radiant reflection of your love for us.

In the name of Jesus, our Savior, we pray.

Amen.



Selection 13:  (Marianne Williamson’s Illuminata (divine references can be removed)
Dear (God),

Please (we) bless this couple.

Please make (Let) their relationship be a great and holy adventure.

May their joining be a sacred place. 

May they find rest here, a haven for their souls.

Bring them together, heart and mind, body and soul.

Guide their way into light. 

Guide their way into wisdom.

Help them grow.

May this marriage now receive your (our) blessing (and carry your great power).

We thank you (give thanks) for the gift of their precious love.

Amen (and so it is)

